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Feasibility and Strategic Implications of South Korea’s Response Options

to the North Korean Nuclear Threat

This study aims to deeply analyze the feasibility of strategic options available to the
Republic of Korea(ROK) in response to the escalating North Korean nuclear threat,
which has been intensified by the enactment of its Nuclear Force Policy Law and the
subsequent shift to an Offensive Deterrence Strategy.

Three primary options—Nuclear Sharing(NS), Nuclear Latency(NL), and Nuclear
Armament(NA)—are evaluated against six detailed indicators across four domains:
Technological-Physical, Political -Diplomatic, Economic, and Military.

The analysis confirms a distinct Trade-off between the efficacy of deterrence and
the political-diplomatic cost across all options. Nuclear Armament provides the most
powerful direct deterrence against the North Korean nuclear arsenal but entails
catastrophic  diplomatic costs, including mandatory NPT withdrawal and the
unravelling of the ROK-US Alliance, marking it as a "Last Resort".

Conversely, Nuclear Sharing excels in political-diplomatic stability by maintaining
NPT regime compatibility and reinforcing the alliance, yet it possesses inherent
limitations in securing independent deterrence and strategic autonomy.

Nuclear Latency is identified as the most pragmatic and realistic alternative. This
option exhibits high Technological -Physical feasibility, underpinned by the ROK's
existing capabilities in missile delivery and payload technologies as well as advanced
nuclear technology.

It is assessed as an “Intermediate-Stage” strategy that enhances deterrence by
projecting Strategic Ambiguity within the international non-proliferation framework.

In conclusion, this research proposes that the ROK adopt a strategy that prioritizes
the substantial reinforcement of Extended Deterrence through Nuclear Sharing in the
short term to ensure stability.

Concurrently, in the mid-to-long term, the ROK should build the diplomatic and

technological foundations for Nuclear Latency. This strategic path is deemed the most
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Abstract

effective for securing a future provision for strategic autonomy while minimizing the
existing risk of alliance weakening.

Crucially, as North Korea's nuclear strategy turns offensive, this study emphasizes
that South Korea must abandon the status quo strategy and implement a bold

transition to a status-quo- breaking strategy.

Key Word: Offensive Deterrence Strategy, Nuclear Latency, Nuclear Sharing, Strategic

Autonomy, Status-Quo-Breaking Strategy
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