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Japan’s Space Security Policy and U.S.-Japan
Cooperation

Junghwan Lee

Keywords

Japan's space security policy, counterattack capability, satellite constellation,
autonomy, U.S.-Japan cooperation

Japan's space security policy is characterized by strengthening U.S.-Japan cooperation in
response to the increasing security threats since the 1990s. The centrality of U.S.-Japan
cooperation in Japan's space security policy is based on a strategic assessment of its
effectiveness. However, Japan's space security policy also has the characteristics of
pursuing autonomous space capabilities. A prime example is the investment in satellite
constellation to build indigenous satellite surveillance capabilities. Japan's pursuit of
strategic autonomy in its space security policy can be understood as a strategy for
upgrading its own position in US-Japan cooperation. While U.S.-Japan cooperation is
inevitable, Japanese policymakers consider autonomous national capability as a prerequisite

for ensuring that the outcomes of U.S.-Japan cooperation ate more positive for Japan.
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