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39. The Court however considers that since the development of the law enables a State to claim that the continental
shelf appertaining to it extends up to as far as 200 miles from its coast, whatever the geological characteristics of
the corresponding sea-bed and subsoil, there is no reason to ascribe any role to geological or geophysical factors
within that distance either in verifying the legal title of the States concerned or in proceeding to a delimitation as
between their claims. This is especially clear where verification of the validity of title is concerned, since, at least in
so far as those areas are situated at a distance of under 200 miles from the coasts in question, title depends solely
on the distance from the coasts of the claimant States of any areas of sea-bed claimed by way of continental shelf,
and the geological or geomorphological characteristics of those areas are completely immaterial. It follows that,

since the distance between the coasts of the Parties is less than 400 miles, so that no geophysical feature can lie

more than 200 miles from each coast,* the feature referred to as the "rift zone" cannot constitute a fundamental

discontinuity terminating the southward extension of the Maltese shelf and the northward extension of the Libyan

as if it were some natural boundary.
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