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"U.S. interests are best served when our
European allies and partners play an
active role in the Indo-Pacific, including
In supporting freedom of navigation
and maintaining peace and stability
across the Taiwan Strait.” (p. 17)
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"Those ties expanded as the United
States supported the region’s premier
organizations, particularly the ASEAN;
developed close trade and investment
relationships; and committed to uphold
iInternational law and norms, from

human rights to freedom of navigation
(p. 4)
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« The Iranian regime’s support to the Houthis has enabled unprovoked
attacks on civilian infrastructure in Israel and on commercial shipping
in the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden. Attacks launched from Houthi-
controlled areas have also threatened U.S. warships operating in
iInternational waters. Such attacks disrupt maritime security and
impede freedom of navigation for commercial vessels, increase
regional instability, and risk broadening the conflict between Israel

and Hamas.

« The U.S. Department of State, "Taking Actions in Response to Houthi Regional Attacks,
(December 7, 2023).
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 The undersigned condemn Houthi interference with navigational
rights and freedoms in the waters around the Arabian Peninsula,
particularly the Red Sea. The numerous attacks originating from
Houthi-controlled territories in Yemen, including the December 3
attacks against three commercial vessels in the Southern Red Sea
connected to 14 nations, threaten international commerce and
maritime security.

« H0{=: EU, NATO, ==, HiotOA, =, 2f0|H|2|0f, w R E, St=, J7IZZ, O|=, o
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* The Red Sea is a critical waterway that has been essential to freedom
of navigation and a major commercial corridor that facilitates
international trade. .. today | am announcing the establishment of
Operation Prosperity Guardian, an important new multinational
security initiative under the umbrella of the Combined Maritime
Forces and the leadership of its Task Force 153, which focuses on
security in the Red Sea.
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