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An international security research institute
leading Korea's security research

Research Institute for National Security Affairs(RINSA)
focuses on research of international security policies,
national security policies, defense policies and military
strategies, defense economics, and defense science and
technology with the goal of ensuring Korea's security and
promoting global peace. We will do our part to lay out
grand plan of national security that spans a hundred year by
gathering the wisdom of both intramural and extramural

researchers.
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Director-General's Greeting

The Research Institute for National Security Affairs (RINSA), affiliated with the Korea National Defense
University (KNDU), was established in February 1972 as the first research institution in Korea dedicated
to national security. Throughout the Cold War and post-Cold War periods, RINSA has played a vital role
in supporting the formulation of national security policies. It has fulfilled this mission by publishing secu-
rity-related journals and research papers, organizing domestic and international academic conferences,
and offering policy advice to security-related agencies including the Ministry of National Defense and the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Today, the global and regional security environment surrounding the Korean Peninsula is more complex
and severe than ever. Russia’s invasion of Ukraine—despite its status as a permanent member of the UN
Security Council—has escalated into broader strategic implications, including a comprehensive strategic
partnership treaty between Russia and North Korea, and reports of North Korean military involvement
in the Kursk region. These developments have heightened instability not only in Europe but also on the
Korean Peninsula. Meanwhile, China's military buildup and increased activities in the South China Sea
and around Taiwan pose significant challenges to the Indo-Pacific order led by our ally, the United States.
Most notably, North Korea's advancing nuclear and missile capabilities—coupled with its newly declared
doctrine of a “Two Hostile States” approach toward South Korea—are amplifying uncertainty in the Pen-

insula’s security architecture.

In the face of these multifaceted threats, RINSA will continue to carry out the following key roles:

First, we will actively propose forward-looking national security and defense policy alternatives, while
maintaining close coordination with key institutions such as the Ministry of National Defense, the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, and the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps.

Second, we will strengthen our security research network through active engagement with both domestic
and international scholars.

Third, we will enhance global understanding of Korea’s security policies by collaborating with leading
international security research institutions and by serving as a hub for mutual policy cooperation.
Fourth, we will ensure that the insights and outcomes from our research and exchanges are shared widely
and incorporated into the educational curricula of KNDU and other national defense training programs.
We aspire to be a trusted research institute that offers reliable policy alternatives whenever questions or

concerns arise regarding Korea’s national security.

Young-June Park
Director-General,
Research Institute for National Security Affairs, KNDU
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- Conducting academic research on national security affairs

- Developing national defense policies and military strategies

- Enhancing academic research on subject-matters of courses for the Korea National Defense University
- Stimulating academic exchanges and cooperation with other domestic and foreign research institutes
- Organizing national and international conferences on security affairs

- Producing publications on national, regional, and global security affairs

- Providing research funds for security studies of civilian scholars at other universities and institutes

- Promoting research on national reserve forces policy and system

enay

Director General

7|2l
Office for Research
Planning




X O 015
L— —/1

1L
1972.02.28

1974.12.21
1979.12.28
1982.08.06
1992.05.08
1999.01.03
2002.02.01

2002.03.12

2003.04.02

2003.12.31

2004.04.30

2005.09.01

2006.01.01
2008.01.01
2009.01.01
2011.03.14
2013.01.01
2014.01.01
2018.01.01
2020.05.13
2024.01.01

2026.01.01

History
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Founded as an adjunct policy research arm to the Korea National Defense University
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Reorganized as an adjunct academic & policy research arm to the Korea National Defense University
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Reorganized as a policy & strategy advisory institution to the Ministry of National Defense of ROK
292 Furksie] SE, Yalst

Merged to the Korea National Defense University
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Reorganized into five research divisions
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‘Division of Psychological Strategy Research’added as the 6th research divisions
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‘Division of Psychological Strategy Research’separated into an independent research institution
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‘Division of Leadership Research’added. Division of National Defense Management Science Research’
renamed into ‘Division of National Defense Information Science Research’
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‘Division of Leadership Research’renamed into‘National Defense Leadership Research Center’

HUHAE/R D12 S50 2 Fhlmzigind ol HY
‘Division of Psychological strategy Research’added due to a meger between ‘Division of Psychological Forces'
and Division of Job Training’
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‘Center for International Peace Support’added
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‘National Defense Leadership Research Center’ renamed into the ‘Institute of National Defense Leadership
Development’
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‘Division of Resource Management/Multilateral Security Cooperation Research’added
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‘Division of Multilateral Security Cooperation Research’closed
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Reorganized into four research divisions and one research center

TAFMEENH2 G QI ZAZH, S52H, 015, 2LEY, At 2H
Reorganized into seven research centers

=] SLER2lE)

HUEHo 1A HYQM 7MEZ 29)

‘Division of Psychological Strategy Research’subordinated to RINSA (two Research Divisions and seven Research Centers)
6T 2 JHE 2SRt ZARe! 2Wpte|, ZASL S5HEH| S501)

Reorganized into six research centers
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'Center for Reserve Forces added, reorganized into seven research centers
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'Center for Defense Policy' added(one Reseach Devision and eight Research Centers)
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‘Center for Northeast Asian Affairs'renamed into'Center for Nuclear/WMD Affairs'
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Four research centers renamed
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« Reports 7
Ored 2ieS - Security Monograph Series
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« Security Monograph Series « Security Research Papers

- KNDU Survey on National Security Perception - Forecast on Security Situation

« International Joint Research Projects
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These are collections of both academic and policy research on 15-20
selected, mid- or long-term national and international security topics.
The research is completed and published annually, and their main pur-
pose is to make contributions to national security policy as well as na-
tional security education of R.O.K.

Security Monograph
Series
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As one of the pioneering nationwide survey research on security is-

sues of South Korea, the KNDU Survey on National Security Percep-

tion has been conducted annually since 1989. Dividing into three groups - general public, the military, and secu-

rity experts, the survey asks and analyzes each group’s views on security matters and foreign relations of R.O.K.

The survey is accompanied by policy option studies on 4-5 selected security issues that intend to help the Korean
KNDU government develop national policy on related issues. In addition to helping with national security and defense

Survey on National policy-making, the survey also contributes to the progress of national security studies academically by providing

Security Perception avaluable nationwide empirical survey data annually.




As part of out-reach efforts, RINSA pursues international research col-
laboration between in-house experts and eminent scholars/experts of
foreign research institutes. The projects intend to analyze security is-
sues and develop policy solutions from more diversified and interna-
tional perspectives.
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RINSA provides research funds for scholars and researchers in civilian
universities and research institutes in Korea every year. The final re-
search products are collected and published annually. The funds have
contributed greatly to increasing scholarly interests in security and de-
fense affairs and a widening pool of security analysts outside the govern-

ment and the military in Korea.
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RINSA publishes a comprehensive report on various issues surrounding
the Korean Peninsula, which combines dynamic cross-strait relations in
the region and related research areas. This report suggests policy advise
and references for government officials, experts, and scholars specializ-
ing in security studies.

International
Joint Research Projects
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Papers
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Forecast on Security
Situation
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R
+ Journal of National Defense Studies * RINSA Security Review (Monthly, Korean)
« The Korean Journal of Security Affairs + RINSA Forum (Bimonthly, English)

+ Security Book Translation Series
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RINSA publishes the Journal of National Defense Studies which is a well-
known journal and is quarterly published in Korean. This journal covers

Journal of National a wide range of important security and defense issues, and is recognized
Defense Studies as key sources for academic and policy studies on relevant issues.
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The Korean Journal of Security Affairs(KJSA), launched in 1996, is an
academic journal which is published biannually in English. The KJSA
covers a wide range of salient security and defense issues, and has ded-
The Korean Journal of icated to promoting academic research and policy advice. The KJSA
Security Affairs has been indexed and abstracted in the Korean Citation Index (KCI).
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Journal of Military Science and Technology Studies is a journal of
defense science that was founded in 2007 and published twice a year.
Journal of For the advancement of advanced defense science and technology
Military Science and research, various fields such as software, computer, Al, big data,
Technology Studies military opera-tion analysis, weapon systems are subject of research.
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NJOURNAL OF
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SECURITY AFFAIRS
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RINSA selects two major current issues concerning security and
foreign relations of South Korea every month and provides prom-
inent experts' thorough but easy-to-read analyses of them. This
monthly leaflet helps not only enhance public understanding on
current security and foreign issues but also form a wider public
consensus on important pending policy issues.
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RINSA publishes a bimonthly leaflet in English which contains
succinct but in-depth analyses of two selected current national,
regional or global security issues. Every issue of this leaflet is dis-
tributed globally(about 8o renowned research institutes) as well
as domestically and contributes to disseminating a South Korean
perspective on each chosen topic.

Afterselecting and translating books with high scholarly qualities
or significant policy implications into Korean or English, RINSA
publishes them annually to provide reference materials for both
academic research and public policy-making on security and de-
fense affairs.
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RINSA Security Review
(Monthly, Korean)

RINSA FORUM
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Dos Trump (sgain) Wart a Trade War?
‘What o Expect, and the Path Forward

RINSA Forum
(Bimonthly, English)

Security Book
Translation Series
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2025 World Congress of Security Studies
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Global & Korean
Peninsula Security
Outlook: /
Indo-Pacific Security
Assessment

2025 World Congress of Secu!

Dr. Philip Shetler-Jones
Royal United Services Institute
(RUSI)

September 2025
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2025 World Congress of Security Studies
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RINSA organizes and hosts every other year an international conference on sa-
lient topics in security and foreign affairs. The conference invites both foreign and
domestic scholars/experts and offers a constructive forum for presenting and ex-
changing valuable scholarly insights and policy ideas on the selected topics.
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The 2025 World Congress on Security Studies (The 4th World Congress on Security Studies) was held on Sep-
tember 12, 2025, at the Hotel ICC in Daejeon, under the theme "The Great Transformation of the International
Security Order and Seeking South Korea's National Defense Security Policy."

Starting with a keynote speech by Dr. Michael O'Hanlon of the Brookings Institution (USA), the event featured
prominent participants including:

Mr. Lorenzo Scarazzato from SIPRI

Dr. Philip Shetler-Jones from RUSI

Dr. Ankit Panda and Dr. Darcie Draudt-Vejares from the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace

Prof. Ramon Pacheco Pardo from King's College London

Mr. Osamu Koike from the National Institute for Defense Studies (Japan)

Together with South Korean researchers, they conducted presentations and discussions on topics such as "As-
sessment of Global and Korean Peninsula Security Conditions,
Defense Policy," and "The Present and Future of K-Defense."

Seeking Korea's Security Strategy and National
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